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In January of 2022, we designed and implemented an impact campaign for A CRIME ON THE
BAYOU in partnership with filmmakers, Susan Margolin, Claire Chandler, and Nancy Buirski, and
distributors Bullfrog Films and Shout Factory. In the film, Washington, D.C. attorney Richard
Sobol stands up to a racist legal system to defend Gary Duncan, a Black teenager wrongfully
accused of assaulting a boy in 1966 New Orleans.

The campaign aimed to elevate the film's profile and visibility by forging meaningful
partnerships across the educational, legal and advocacy communities. These relationships
helped illuminate the relevance of a 1960's story to today's racial justice movement while
sharing the film with diverse audiences, sparking honest dialogue and inspiring action. 

We worked closely with the film subjects, Gary Duncan, Lolis Elie and Armand Derfner, leveraging
our contacts from past campaigns and performing strategic outreach to hundreds of
organizations across the country. Our menu of offerings, including virtual, in-person, and hybrid
screenings focused on a variety of topics from the film such as  constitutional law, civil rights,
Jim Crow, racial discrimination, criminal justice system, history, allyship, restorative justice, etc. 

Over the course of 11 months, we worked with 40 key partners across 14 states, and engaged an
audience of about 3,250 people who experienced the film and participated in  talkbacks with
film subjects and local experts. Through our relationship with state bars and law schools, we
developed a network of organizations invested in using A CRIME ON THE BAYOU as an
educational tool for change in the long term.  

This report presents a snapshot of the campaign's  accomplishments.  We hope you enjoy
reading.
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40 IMPACT PARTNERS

-NORRIS HENDERSON,
FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR, VOTE 

A CRIME ON THE BAYOU 

$74K CAMPAIGN
REVENUE 

3,250+ AUDIENCE
REACH 

11 MONTHS:
JANUARY-NOVEMBER
2022

14 STATES + NATIONAL
REACH  

Director Nancy Buirski (right) and subject Armand Derfner (center) 
speak at the American Jewish Historical Society in Manhattan.



THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION presented the film at the "Equal
Justice Conference" in Minneapolis. About 100 legal services and
pro bono advocates attended the screening. Post conference, about
10 of the participating legal films reached out with further inquiries.

RACE FORWARD, one of the largest racial justice organizations in the
U.S., hosted a virtual screening attended by 165 people, followed by
a conversation with Gary Duncan and Lolis Elie. Feedback from
viewers was exceedingly positive: "Your stories offer hope in light of
how far we as a nation, sadly still have to go." "This film tugged at
my heart quite a bit", and "It was powerful hearing Angela Davis
mention the concept of Allyship. The concept never registered. She
clarified my confusion."

Our SOUTH CAROLINA BAR Continuing Legal Education (CLE)
seminar was attended by over 50 attorneys in-person at a local
theater. The conversation was so powerful that director Terry Burnet,
immediately introduced us to five other bars recommending the
experience. 

As part of the Achieving Racial Justice series, and in
commemoration of Juneteenth, THE QUATTRONE CENTER and the
PENN CAREY LAW Office of Equity & Inclusion presented a hybrid
event, that doubled as a CLE  program. Over 140 people watched the
film and participated in a discussion with Gary Duncan and
executive producer Brenda Robinson. 

On June 18th, the film became a centerpiece of the 11th NATIONAL
CIVIL  RIGHTS CONFERENCE in New Orleans, where Gary Duncan
and Lolis Elie participated in a post-screening discussion at the
Ashé Power House. The event was scheduled around sessions on
restorative justice, "Know Your Rights" training and a special
Juneteenth Father’s Day celebration honoring Jerome “Big Duck”
Smith and other fathers of the movement. 
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THE AFRICAN AMERICAN LIBRARY AT THE
GREGORY SCHOOL partnered with us to
present the film in Houston, Texas. The venue
was the historic DeLuxe Theater, where about
100 people gathered to watch and engage in
conversation with Mr. Duncan and Lolis Elie,
who spoke remotely from Los Angeles.  
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JANUARY & FEBRUARY
PARTNERS

LOUISIANA STATE
UNIVERSITY
LAFAYETTE, LA

01

TEMPLE BETH AVODAH
NEWTON, MA 

02

ADELPHI UNIVERSITY  
GARDEN CITY, NY

03

SOUTH CAROLINA BAR
ASSOCIATION 
COLUMBIA, SC

04
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MARCH & APRIL 
PARTNERS

05

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY,
COLLEGE OF LAW
NEW ORLEANS, LA 

06 07

USC GOULD 
SCHOOL OF LAW
LOS ANGELES, CA

08 09

ACLU  
JACKSON, MS

10

ALBANY LAW SCHOOL
ALBANY, NY

11

THE GRAND CINEMA
TACOMA, WA

12

UNION COLLEGE
NEW YORK, NY

13 14

HISTORIC MITCHELVILLE
FREEDOM PARK 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC 

DILLARD
UNIVERSITY,
NEW ORLEANS, LA

GOODWIN
UNIVERSITY
HARTFORD, CT 

HOWARD
UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON, DC

Gary Duncan with a group of students at Dillard University
 in New Orleans.
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MAY & JUNE PARTNERS

15

EQUAL JUSTICE
CONFERENCE
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

16

ST. LOUIS KAPLAN
FELDMAN
HOLOCAUST
MUSEUM
ST. LOUIS, MO

17

CENTER FOR
CONSTITUTIONAL
RIGHTS
NEW YORK, NY

18 19

11TH ANNUAL
CIVIL RIGHTS
CONFERENCE 
NEW ORLEANS, LA

20

PENN LAW
PHILADELPHIA, PA 

21

BOSTON &
PHILADELPHIA
ATHENAEUMS

22

THE CHICAGO BAR
FOUNDATION
CHICAGO, IL

23 24

WASHINGTON
STATE BAR
SEATTLE, WA

AMERICAN JEWISH
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEW YORK, NY 

RACE FORWARD
 NATIONAL

Gary Duncan (left) and Lolis Elie (left) at the 11th Annual Civil Rights
Conference in New Orleans with Rev. Tyrone Edwards (center).
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AUGUST & SEPTEMBER PARTNERS

25

LEVITE JCC
BIRMINGHAM, AL

26

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY:
HILLEL ROGOFF
MEMORIAL LECTURE
NEW YORK, NY

27

UTAH HUMANITIES &
UTAH CENTER FOR THE
BOOK
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

28 29

ASSOCIATION FOR
THE STUDY OF
AFRICAN
AMERICAN LIFE
AND HISTORY
MONTGOMERY, AL

30

WILLIAM & MARY
UNIVERSITY
WILLIAMSBURG, VA

31

THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY AT
NEWARK
NEWARK, OH

32

THE HISTORIC NEW
ORLEANS
COLLECTION
NEW ORLEANS, LS

STOEL RIVES, LLP
NATIONAL

Lolis Elie speaks (bottom)
during the Historic New
Orleans Collection event. 
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OCTOBER-NOVEMBER PARTNERS

33

MARTIN LUTHER KING
INSTITUTE
STANFORD, CA

34

PEPPERDINE
UNIVERSITY,
LOS ANGELES, CA

35

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN
LIBRARY AT THE
GREGORY SCHOOL
HOUSTON, TX

36 37

PACIFIC
SOCIOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATION
SEATTLE, WA 

38

REEL TIME CLE
NATIONAL

39

HAMLINE UNIVERSITY
ST. PAUL, MN

NEW YORK
COUNTY LAWYERS
ASSOCIATION
NEW YORK, NY

Lolis Elie speaks at Pepperdine University School of Law in Los
Angeles.

THE AVERY RESEARCH
CENTER FOR AFRICAN

AMERICAN HISTORY AND
CULTURE AT THE COLLEGE

OF CHARLESTON, NC

40
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