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"AN ABSOLUTE MUST-SEE"
The Boston Globe



In January of 2021, we designed and launched an ambitious creative distribution campaign for A RECKONING IN

BOSTON, directed by James Rutenbeck, built around the filmmakers' goals and dreams for the film. James and

his team had envisioned a series of dialogues addressing race and wealth disparities in urban America to inspire

audiences to take action towards more equitable cities through activism, urban development, and inclusion

practices across sectors.

Following several weeks of planning and strategic outreach, we engaged over 65 strategic partners nationwide

and internationally, along with an audience of over 8,500 people who experienced the film and participated in

honest talkbacks. Because of the pandemic, we managed a host of complex dynamics in an ever-changing

landscape of virtual, in-person, and hybrid events. Our partners included academic institutions, arthouses, urban

planners, developers and architects, government, advocacy groups, and the humanities community.

To support a growing tour, we helped curate the film's social media channels, advised on the festival circuit

submissions and management, and handled press around the film's Boston premiere. Ultimately, the tour

elevated the film's profile and visibility, while developing a network of individuals and organizations invested in

using RECKONING as a tool for change both short and long term.

On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 2022, the film aired on PBS Independent Lens. The premiere was a moment many

of our partners had been looking forward to. Thus, over the course of several weeks, we worked to develop

promotional materials, and leveraged campaign partners to create buzz and excitement. 

This report presents a snapshot of the campaign's quantitative and qualitative accomplishments, over the

course of ten months.

INTRODUCTION

This is more than a documentary... Anyone who
seeks to understand how opportunity and
power are controlled in urban America, should
see this film. Anyone who sees it, will witness
human resilience that defies simple
explanations and inspires faith in the possible.

- DR. MARGARET WILDER, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, URBAN AFFAIRS ASSOCIATION

A RECKONING IN BOSTON



 

65+ SCREENING

PARTNERS

Go see A Reckoning in Boston. Kafi Dixon
is amazing and the film highlights why
we need to think seriously about this

mayoral candidate and city councillors
and their stance on housing

displacement and who has the right to
space @reckoningdoc #sssp2021

- SAHER SELOD, SOCIETY FOR THE
SOLUTION OF SOCIETAL PROBLEMS

-  D R .  A N D R E A  L  P I E R C E

Reckoning Doc is such a moving film for
UUA symposium this year. Excellent

choice @UUANews.

A RECKONING IN BOSTON

IMPACT
SUMMARY

Watched it last night. Captivating. Honest,
frustrating, sad. The effects of systemic

racism, yet full of hope. Loved it. 

-KATHY GILL

2 DOWNLOADABLE
DISCUSSION GUIDES

28 STATES  + CANADA,
THE NETHERLANDS,
AUSTRALIA

$100K REVENUE
LICENSING & SPEAKING
FEES 

8,500+ AUDIENCE
REACH 

10 MONTHS: JAN-
NOVEMBER 2021

25 + MEDIA
ENGAGEMENTS 



Communities affected by structural racism and biased policies.

Allies working on racial and economic justice.

TARGET AUDIENCE

A RECKONING IN BOSTON

IMPACT TOUR
STRATEGY 

Professionals and students 

B O B  T A Y L O R ,
P R O F E S S O R  O F

P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E ,
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F

V E R M O N T

I just viewed this film, and I have to say I

am kind of blown away by it. I’m teaching

a course on democracy and liberal

education next semester – a senior

seminar. I’m just beginning to figure out

what I want to do, but I almost certainly

would like to include this film in the class,

and perhaps have the filmmaker visit and

talk about it.

A RECKONING IN BOSTON impact tour took place in partnership with
dozens of educational institutions, professional organizations,
independent cinemas, and other venues. Partners ranged in size from
large national groups reaching thousands to national or regional
conferences and local associations. Each screening was followed by
dialogues around film-related topics such as white privilege, housing,
access to food and land, trauma, poverty, education, and health. We
used Boston as an example of a wealthy, progressive city leaving its
more vulnerable citizens behind -- a city unwilling to wrestle with its
troubled history of racism and segregation. We focused on highlighting
the collaborative nature of the film as a model for people to follow in
their own lives and invited audiences to take action towards a more
equitable society. Speakers included director James Rutenbeck, and
producers and subjects Kafi Dixon and Carl Chandler.

The Cabot Theatre, Beverly, Mass. In-person screening.

Utah Humanities in partnership with Weber State College 
and Westmister College. Virtual screening.



A RECKONING IN BOSTON

JANUARY-FEBRUARY
2021 PARTNERS

-  A M E L I A  P A C E - B O R A H

Kafi when you mentioned the complexity, that is

something I so appreciated - from the Clemente

perspective, we get to see the power of the classroom

a lot in the film, but also the limits of what Clemente

can do - "knowledge is power, but so is property" - it's

so true - I’m also keeping Carl’s words “kindness,

generosity, humility” close to my heart –

Congratulations on this remarkable work!

TUFTS
UNIVERSITY
(Medford, Mass.)

01

CLEMENTE
COURSE IN THE
HUMANITIES
(National)

02

CORNELL
UNIVERSITY CRP
COLLOQUIUM
(Ithaca, New York) 

03

PACIFIC 
SOCIOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
CONFERENCE (National)

04

-  E V A N  C A R T O N

The film struck an impressive and difficult balance

between affirmation of the power of the humanities

and searing critique of the constraints on that power.

Thanks largely to its engagement with and

representation of Kafi’s world and work outside of

Clemente, this film did a terrific job of showing

structural racism, which is something that is much

more often represented statistically and narratively

than visually and experientially. That’s hard. Kudos!

-  D E B O R A H  U M A N

... this has been wonderful.  I saw the rough cut a few

years ago and its power remained with me.  The final

version is stunning, powerful and more relevant and

important than ever.  -- thank you.



A RECKONING IN BOSTON

MARCH, APRIL & MAY
PARTNERS

GREATER BOSTON
INTERFAITH
ORGANIZATION
(Boston, Mass.)

11

AMERICAN
SOCIETY OF
LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS
(National)

12

FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF PALO
ALTO (California)

13

01

UTAH 
HUMANITIES +
WESTMISTER
COLLEGE + WEBER'S
STATE LINDQUIST
COLLEGE OF ART &
HUMANITIES

02 03

URBAN AFFAIRS
ASSOCIATION
SYMPOSIUM
(National)

04 05

UNIVERSITY OF
VERMONT,
HUMANITIES
CENTER 

06

GEORGIA
HUMANITIES +
GEORGIA
CENTER FOR THE
BOOK

07

CLEMENTE COURSE
IN THE HUMANITIES,
(Mass.) 

08

NCRC 
"JUST ECONOMY"
CONFERENCE
(National)

09 10

INITIATIVE FOR A
COMPETITIVE
INNER CITY 
(Boston, Mass.)

TEMPLE BETH
AVODAH
(Newton, Mass.)

CATHEDRAL
CHURCH OF ST.
PAUL
(Boston, Mass.)

NORTH SHORE
DEANERY
(Mass.)



A RECKONING IN BOSTON

JUNE, JULY & AUGUST
PARTNERS

MARTHA'S
VINEYARD
FILM CENTER
(Mass.)

11

NATIONAL FILM &
SOUND ARCHIVE
OF AUSTRALIA
(Canberra, Australia)

12

THE STRAND
THEATRE 
(Rockland, Maine)

13

01

EVERYDAY
DEMOCRACY
(National)

02

NEWCITIES
(Canada)

03

CHAUTAUQUA
INSTITUTION
(Chautauqua, New
York)

04 05

STATE
HUMANITIES
COUNCILS OF
DELAWARE,
PENNSYLVANIA
AND MARYLAND 

06

CITIZENS’ HOUSING
AND PLANNING
ASSOCIATION
(Mass.)  

07

THE SOCIETY FOR
THE STUDY OF
SOCIAL PROBLEMS
ANNUAL MEETING
(National)

08

WOMEN OF COLOR
CONFERENCE
(Boston, Mass.)

09 10

MASSACHUSETTS
TEACHERS
ASSOCIATION'S
SUMMER
CONFERENCE

C O R N E L  W E S T ,  
P R O F E S S O R  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y  A N D
C H R I S T I A N  P R A C T I C E  A T  U N I O N

T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y

A Reckoning in Boston is a powerful film that lays bare the
transformative force of the humanities in our lives in these turbulent and

troubling times.

AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL
OF EDUCATION
(Washington, DC)

RACE FORWARD
(National)



11 12 13

A RECKONING IN BOSTON

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER
PARTNERS

01

AMHERST CINEMA +
AMHERST COLLEGE
CENTER FOR
HUMANISTIC INQUIRY
SALON (Mass.)

02

HAMLINE
UNIVERSITY
(St. Paul, MN)

03

THE CABOT
THEATRE 
(Beverly, Mass.)

04 05

UDC CAUSES
(Washington, DC)

STONEHILL
COLLEGE
(Mass.)

06

TUFTS UNIVERSITY
(Medford, Mass.)

07

CLEMENTE COURSE
IN THE HUMANITIES
NATIONAL
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
(National)

08

YALE UNIVERSITY
(New Haven, CT)

09 10

CONTROVERSY AND
CONVERSATION,
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
AT AUSTIN & FREE
MINDS (Texas)

ESSEX COUNTY
LEARNING
COMMUNITY
(Mass.)

11

CLEMENTE
COURSE IN THE
HUMANITIES
WORCESTER
FUNDRAISER
(Mass.)

12

UMASS BOSTON
DEPARTMENT OF
URBAN PLANNING &
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

13

COLOR MAGAZINE:
MEN OF COLOR
CONFERENCE
(National)

14 15

BOSTON BOOK
FESTIVAL
(Boston, Mass.)

S A R A H  B U I E ,  
P R O F E S S O R  E M E R I T A

C L A R K  U N I V E R S I T Y

I just watched the film, and it is extraordinary. We were in

tears. The depth and gentle insight on the part of the

filmmaker and the protagonists takes us into their world in

a revelatory way.
R U T H  L E I V E R S
V I A  T W I T T E R

Yes. To have the witness. You are a

force of nature, Kafi. Blessings and

thanks to you all. 

SAN JOSE STATE
UNIVERSITY
PLANNING
DEPARTMENT +
VEGGILUTION 
(California) 



11 12 13

A RECKONING IN BOSTON

NOVEMBER, DECEMBER
&  JANUARY 2022

PARTNERS

01

NORTHEASTERN
UNIVERSITY
(Boston, Mass.)

02

NORTHERN
ARIZONA
UNIVERSITY
(Flagstaff, AZ)

03

THE BOSTON
GLOBE SERIES
(Mass.)

04 05

INSTITUTE FOR
SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITIES
(National)

CITY OF SAN JOSE,
HOUSING &
PLANNING
DEPARTMENTS
(California)

06

LAWRENCE
CENTER FOR THE
ARTS (Kansas) 

07

MASSACHUSETTS
INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY
(Cambridge, Mass.)

08

WE IN THE WORLD
(National) 

09 10

JAMAICA PLAIN FILM
SERIES 
(Jamaica Plain, Mass.)

COUNCIL FOR THE
UNCERTAIN
HUMAN FUTURE
(National)

11

UNIVERSITY OF
VERMONT

12

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE
OF MASSACHUSSETTS
ANNUAL CONVENING
(Boston, Mass.)



ENGAGEMENT 

A RECKONING IN BOSTON 



ENGAGEMENT 
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ENGAGEMENT 
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A RECKONING IN BOSTON 

FILM FESTIVAL
CIRCUIT



PRESS COVERAGE
HIGHLIGHTS

A RECKONING IN BOSTON 

The Arts Fuse, Gerald Peary.

The Boston Globe, Peter Keough.

The Boston Globe, Ty Burr.

For a full list of articles and interviews visit:
www.areckoninginboston.com/press 

https://www.areckoninginboston.com/press
https://www.areckoninginboston.com/press


INSTAGRAM

A RECKONING IN BOSTON 

@RECKONINGDOC is an Instagram handle created at the time of the launch to match the film's Twitter and  
Facebook channels. This is a gallery of sample posts designed to support the impact campaign. 
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"LANDS LIKE DYNAMITE."
The Arts Fuse


